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Most compassionate Jesus, You are the Light of the whole 
world. Receive into the abode of Your Most Compassionate 
Heart the souls of those who do not believe in God and of those 
who as yet do not know You. Let the rays of Your grace 
enlighten them that they, too, together with us, may extol Your 
wonderful mercy; and do not let them escape from the abode 
which is Your Most Compassionate Heart. 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls of those 
who do not believe in You, and of those who as yet do not know 
You, but who are enclosed in the Most Compassionate Heart of 
Jesus. Draw them to the light of the Gospel. These souls do not 
know what great happiness it is to love You. Grant that they, 
too, may extol the generosity of Your mercy for endless ages. 
Amen. 
 

Fifth Day 

"Today bring to Me the Souls of those who have separated 
themselves from My Church*, and immerse them in the ocean 
of My mercy. During My bitter Passion they tore at My Body 
and Heart, that is, My Church. As they return to unity with the 
Church My wounds heal and in this way they alleviate My 
Passion."   

Most Merciful Jesus, Goodness Itself, You do not refuse light to 
those who seek it of You. Receive into the abode of Your Most 
Compassionate Heart the souls of those who have separated 
themselves from Your Church. Draw them by Your light into the 
unity of the Church, and do not let them escape from the abode 
of Your Most Compassionate Heart; but bring it about that they, 
too, come to glorify the generosity of Your mercy. 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls of those 
who have separated themselves from Your Son's Church, who 
have squandered Your blessings and misused Your graces by 
obstinately persisting in their errors. Do not look upon their 
errors, but upon the love of Your own Son and upon His bitter 
Passion, which He underwent for their sake, since they, too, are 
enclosed in His Most Compassionate Heart. Bring it about that 
they also may glorify Your great mercy for endless ages. Amen. 
 

Sixth Day 

Today bring to Me the Meek and Humble Souls and the Souls 
of  Little Children, and immerse them in My mercy. These souls 
most closely resemble My Heart. They strengthened Me during 
My bitter agony. I saw them as earthly Angels, who will keep 
vigil at My altars. I pour out upon them whole torrents of grace. I 
favor humble souls with My confidence.     

Most Merciful Jesus, You yourself have said, "Learn from Me 
for I am meek and humble of heart." Receive into the abode of 
Your Most Compassionate Heart all meek and humble souls 
and the souls of little children. These souls send all heaven into 
ecstasy and they are the heavenly Father's favorites. They are 
a sweet-smelling bouquet before the throne of God; God 
Himself takes delight in their fragrance. These souls have a 
permanent abode in Your Most Compassionate Heart, O Jesus, 
and they unceasingly sing out a hymn of love and mercy. 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon meek souls, upon 
humble souls, and upon little children who are enfolded in the 
abode which is the Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus. These 
souls bear the closest resemblance to Your Son. Their 
fragrance rises from the earth and reaches Your very throne. 
Father of mercy and of all goodness, I beg You by the love You 
bear these souls and by the delight You take in them: Bless the 
whole world, that all souls together may sing out the praises of 
Your mercy for endless ages. Amen. 
 

Seventh Day 

Today bring to Me the Souls who especially venerate and 
glorify My Mercy*, and immerse them in My mercy. These souls 
sorrowed most over my Passion and entered most deeply into 
My spirit. They are living images of My Compassionate Heart. 
These souls will shine with a special brightness in the next life. 
Not one of them will go into the fire of hell. I shall particularly 
defend each one of them at the hour of death. 

Most Merciful Jesus, whose Heart is Love Itself, receive into the 
abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart the souls of those 
who particularly extol and venerate the greatness of Your 
mercy. These souls are mighty with the very power of God 
Himself. In the midst of all afflictions and adversities they go 
forward, confident of Your mercy; and united to You, O Jesus, 
they carry all mankind on their shoulders. These souls will not 
be judged severely, but Your mercy will embrace them as they 
depart from this life. 
 
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls who 
glorify and venerate Your greatest attribute, that of Your 
fathomless mercy, and who are enclosed in the Most 
Compassionate Heart of Jesus. These souls are a living 
Gospel; their hands are full of deeds of mercy, and their hearts, 
overflowing with joy, sing a canticle of mercy to You, O Most 
High! I beg You O God: Show them Your mercy according to 
the hope and trust they have placed in You. Let there be 
accomplished in them the promise of Jesus, who said to them 
that during their life, but especially at the hour of death, the 
souls who will venerate this fathomless mercy of His, He, 
Himself, will defend as His glory. Amen. 
 

Eighth Day 

"Today bring to Me the Souls who are in the prison of 
Purgatory, and immerse them in the abyss of My mercy. Let the 
torrents of My Blood cool down their scorching flames. All these 
souls are greatly loved by Me. They are making retribution to 
My justice. It is in your power to bring them relief. Draw all the 
indulgences from the treasury of My Church and offer them on 
their behalf. Oh, if you only knew the torments they suffer, you 
would continually offer for them the alms of the spirit and pay off 
their debt to My justice."    

Most Merciful Jesus, You Yourself have said that You desire 
mercy; so I bring into the abode of Your Most Compassionate 
Heart the souls in Purgatory, souls who are very dear to You, 
and yet, who must make retribution to Your justice. May the 
streams of Blood and Water which gushed forth from Your 
Heart put out the flames of Purgatory, that there, too, the power 
of Your mercy may be celebrated. 
 
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls suffering 
in Purgatory, who are enfolded in the Most Compassionate 
Heart of Jesus. I beg You, by the sorrowful Passion of Jesus 
Your Son, and by all the bitterness with which His most sacred 
Soul was flooded: Manifest Your mercy to the souls who are 
under Your just scrutiny. Look upon them in no other way but 
only through the Wounds of Jesus, Your dearly beloved Son; 
for we firmly believe that there is no limit to Your goodness and 
compassion. Amen. 
 

Ninth Day 

"Today bring to Me the Souls who have become Lukewarm, 
and immerse them in the abyss of My mercy. These souls 
wound My Heart most painfully. My soul suffered the most 
dreadful loathing in the Garden of Olives because of lukewarm 
souls. They were the reason I cried out: 'Father, take this cup 
away from Me, if it be Your will.' For them, the last hope of 
salvation is to run to My mercy."  

Most compassionate Jesus, You are Compassion Itself. I bring 
lukewarm souls into the abode of Your Most Compassionate 
Heart. In this fire of Your pure love, let these tepid souls who, 
like corpses, filled You with such deep loathing, be once again 
set aflame. O Most Compassionate Jesus, exercise the 
omnipotence of Your mercy and draw them into the very ardor 
of Your love, and bestow upon them the gift of holy love, for 
nothing is beyond Your power. 
 
Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon lukewarm souls 
who are nonetheless enfolded in the Most Compassionate 
Heart of Jesus. Father of Mercy, I beg You by the bitter Passion 
of Your Son and by His three-hour agony on the Cross: Let 
them, too, glorify the abyss of Your mercy. Amen.  

St Benedict’s Shrine 
Corner Justin & Neville Street 
SMITHFIELD 
 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 6:00 pm;  
9:00 am (Italian); 10:30am; 6:00pm. 
 

Weekday Masses: 
9:15am Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday;   
7:00 pm Wednesday 
Weekday Public Holidays: 10:00am  
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Adoration: 
Wednesdays after evening Mass with Novena to  
St Benedict until 8:30 pm; Saturday from  
4:30pm—5:30pm; & Friday after the 9:15am Mass 

 

First Friday of the Month:  
9:15 am followed by Devotions 
7pm Mass & Adoration followed by Devotions 
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tuesday after Mass & 
Friday after 9:15am Mass with Exposition.  

Parish Priest 

Fr Peter James Strohmayer OSPPE 
 

Assistant Priest 
 

Fr Wojtek Sliwa OSPPE 

St Therese’s Church 
Corner The Boulevarde & Stella Street 

FAIRFIELD WEST 
 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm (Vietnamese);  

7:30 am (English); 12 noon (Spanish); 6:00 pm (Syriac) 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Mon - Fri 7:00 am; Saturday 8:00 am 

Weekday Public Holiday: 8:00 am 
 

 

First Friday of the Month:  
6.30 am Exposition & Confession; 7:00 am Mass  

 

First Saturday of the Month:  
7:00 am Rosary 8:00 am Mass 

 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy: 

Tuesday after Mass   

Sacred Triduum,  

Year A  

The Celebration of the Passion 
of the Lord 

Parish Office Hours: 9:00 am—4:00 pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 

(closed Wednesday) 

Church Cleaners 
W/E  8th April 

St Benedict: Group A: Frances 

St. Therese: Group D: Syriacs 

PARISH INFORMATION 

Parish Office: 

6 Justin St, Smithfield 

Phone: 9604 1199   Fax 9609 6585 

Email: office@stgertrude.org.au 

Website: www.stgertrude.org.au 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & 

Friday (closed Wednesday) 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Parish Council:  Denise Namroud 

Finance Committee:  Tan Do 

Andrew Maia:  Work Health & Safety 

Catechists:  9725 4317 

Mimi Romeo: catechist@stgertrude.org.au 

Sacraments:  

Reconciliation/Eucharist/Confirmation 

Contact: Jodie Micallef 

Mob: 0412-804-465 (to leave a message) 

sacraments@stgertrude.org.au 

Liturgy:  9725 4317  Anna Kleibert 

liturgy@stgertrude.org.au 

Adult Sacraments (RCIA): Mariola Herbert 

Every Sunday at 8:30 am in the 

Crying Room (in front of St Benedict’s) 

Contact Parish Office 

Children’s Liturgy:  Currently not available 

at this time 

Reconciliation: 

Smithfield - Saturday 4:30 — 5:30 pm 

Sunday 5:45 pm (or by appointment) 

Baptisms:  Parish Office 9604 1199 

Every 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 

12:00 noon in St Benedict’s Shrine Church 

Smithfield 

Marriages:  Parish Office 9604 1199 

By appointment only  (6 months required) 

Sick Calls:  9604 1199 — Any Time 

Safeguarding: psso@stgertrude.org.au (Parish 

Safeguarding Support Officers and all 

WWCC renewals) 

Other: FCI (Italian Catholic Federation) 

Tony Coiera 0409 908 424 

Parish Playgroup: Thursday during school 

term. 9:30 am – 11:30 am. 

Novena to St Benedict 
Wednesday after the 7:00 pm Mass with 

Rosary & Exposition  

of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Reconciliation is available during this time. 

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 

For a culture of peace and  
non-violence  

We pray for the spread of peace and 
 non-violence, by decreasing the use of 

weapons by States and citizens.  

Our Schools 

ST GERTRUDE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

SMITHFIELD 
Boys & Girls:  K-6:  Ph: 9609-4144 
Principal: Mrs Linda Katsibras 
1-11 Justin, Street, Smithfield NSW 2164 
www.stgsmithfield.syd.catholic.edu.au  

www.facebook.com/stgertrudessmithfield 
www.instagram.com/stgsmithfield/ 

MARY MACKILLOP COLLEGE 

WAKELEY 
Girls: 7-12:  Ph: 9725 4322 
Principal: Ms Gilda Pussich 
5 Carnarvon St, Wakeley NSW 2176 
info@mmcwakeley.catholic.edu.au 
mmcwakeley.syd.catholic.edu.au 

PATRICIAN BROTHERS’ COLLEGE 
FAIRFIELD 

Boys: 7-12:  Ph: 9728-4488  
Principal: Mr Peter Wade 
268 The Horsley Drive, Fairfield NSW 
2165 

info@pbcfairfield.catholic.edu.au  
www.pbcfairfield.catholic.edu.au 

Today’s Celebration of the Passion of the 
Lord consists of three parts:  
 
Liturgy of the Word – we listen to the words 
of scripture and strive to understand the true 
meaning of his sufferings and the mind that 
was in him. 
 
Veneration of the Cross – we worship the 
cross as the symbol of his triumph. 
 
Holy Communion – we enter into 
sacramental communion with him who is 
our Saviour and our Life. 
 
At the conclusion, we will begin the first day 
of our Divine Mercy Novena. 
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Parish Donations 

First Collection (Priests) Account : Smithfield House –  

Order of St Paul the First Hermit 

BSB 066711  Acct. No. 007392 

Second Collection (Parish)  Account : Smithfield Catholic Church 

BSB: 062784 Acct. No. 100001084 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity. God Bless. 

2.  In the face of all my foes  
I am a reproach, 
an object of scorn to my neighbours 
and of fear to my friends. (R.) 

3. Those who see me in the street  
run far away from me. 
I am like a dead man, forgotten in men’s hearts, 
like a thing thrown away. (R.) 

4. But as for me, I trust in you, Lord,  
I say: ‘You are my God.’ 
My life is in your hands, deliver me 
from the hands of those who hate me. (R.) 

5. Let your face shine on your servant.  
Save me in your love. 
Be strong, let your heart take courage, 
all who hope in the Lord. (R.) 

 

Second Reading  Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

Since in Jesus, the Son of God, we have the supreme high 
priest who has gone through to the highest heaven, we must 
never let go of the faith that we have professed. For it is not 
as if we had a high priest who was incapable of feeling our 
weaknesses with us; but we have one who has been tempted 
in every way that we are, though he is without sin. Let us be 
confident, then, in approaching the throne of grace, that we 
shall have mercy from him and find grace when we are in 
need of help. 
During his life on earth, he offered up prayer and entreaty, 
aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had the power to 
save him out of death, and he submitted so humbly that his 
prayer was heard. Although he was Son, he learnt to obey 
him through suffering; but having been made perfect, he 
became for all who obey the source of eternal salvation.  

  

Gospel Acclamation 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

Christ became obedient for us even to death, 
dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high 
and gave him a name above all other names. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

The Narrative of the Lord’s Passion according 
to St John  Jn 18:1-19:42 

First Reading  Is 52:13-53:12 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

See, my servant will prosper, 
he shall be lifted up, exalted, rise to great heights. 
As the crowds were appalled on seeing him 
so disfigured did he look 
that he seemed no longer human – 
so will the crowds be astonished at him, 
and kings stand speechless before him; 
for they shall see something never told 
and witness something never heard before: 
‘Who could believe what we have heard, 
and to whom has the power of the Lord been revealed?’ 
Like a sapling he grew up in front of us, 
like a root in arid ground. 
Without beauty, without majesty (we saw him), 
no looks to attract our eyes; 
a thing despised and rejected by men, 
a man of sorrows and familiar with suffering, 
a man to make people screen their faces; 
he was despised and we took no account of him. 
And yet ours were the sufferings he bore, 
ours the sorrows he carried. 
But we, we thought of him as someone punished, 
struck by God, and brought low. 
Yet he was pierced through for our faults, 
crushed for our sins. 
On him lies a punishment that brings us peace, 
and through his wounds we are healed. 
We had all gone astray like sheep, 
each taking his own way, 
and the Lord burdened him 
with the sins of all of us. 
Harshly dealt with, he bore it humbly, 
he never opened his mouth, 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter-house, 
like a sheep that is dumb before its shearers 
never opening its mouth. 
By force and by law he was taken; 
would anyone plead his cause? 
Yes, he was torn away from the land of the living; 
for our faults struck down in death. 
They gave him a grave with the wicked, 
a tomb with the rich, 
though he had done no wrong 
and there had been no perjury in his mouth. 
The Lord has been pleased to crush him with suffering. 
If he offers his life in atonement, 
he shall see his heirs, he shall have a long life 
and through him what the Lord wishes will be done. 
His soul’s anguish over 
he shall see the light and be content. 
By his sufferings shall my servant justify many, 
taking their faults on himself. 
Hence I will grant whole hordes for his tribute, 
he shall divide the spoil with the mighty, 
for surrendering himself to death 
and letting himself be taken for a sinner, 
while he was bearing the faults of many 
and praying all the time for sinners. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  

(R.)  Father, I put my life in your hands.  

1.        In you, O Lord, I take refuge.  
Let me never be put to shame. 
In your justice, set me free. 
Into your hands I commend my spirit. 
It is you who will redeem me, Lord. (R.) 

The Celebration of the Passion  

of the Lord 

Good Friday:  holy Land Appeal 

Every year on Good Friday, a collection is taken up 

in Catholic Churches throughout the world to 

support Franciscans in their upkeep of holy sites in the Holy 

Land as well as supporting education and health. 

In solidarity with the Universal Church, our parish will be raising 

funds for this important mission. Thank you for your support 

and generosity. 

Easter water 

Easter water will be available after the Easter Vigil and on 

Easter Sunday. 

REMINDER ~ Please Turn Off Mobile Phones 
Please remember to turn off your mobile phones – or 

switch to silent – when entering the Church. 

Easter Mass Timetable 

Friday 7th April: Good Friday 

St Therese’s Church No morning Mass 
1:00 pm Vietnamese 

St. Benedict’s Shrine No morning Mass 
Adoration at the Altar of Repose from 8:00 am - 9:00 pm. 

             10:00 am Stations of the Cross 

               3:00 pm Commemoration of  
The Lord’s Passion followed by 
Divine Mercy Novena 

Saturday 8th April Holy Saturday 

St Therese’s Church No morning Mass 

3:00 pm Vietnamese Vigil 

St. Benedict’s Shrine      6:00 pm Divine Mercy Novena 
 6:30 pm Easter Vigil 

Sunday 9th April  Easter Sunday 

St. Therese’s Church       7:30 am English 
            12:00 pm Spanish 
              2:30 pm Vietnamese 
              5:30 pm Syriac Rite 

   St. Benedict’s Shrine       9:00 am Italian 
10:30 am English 

Monday 10th April Easter Monday  

St. Therese’s Church  8:00 am English 
   6:00 pm Vietnamese 

St. Benedict’s Shrine     10:00 am English 
  

Please note that there are no confessions in the Parish during 
the Sacred Triduum or Easter Sunday. 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is recited using ordinary Rosary 
beads. 

1. Introductory Prayers: Our Father, Hail Mary and the 
Apostles Creed. 

2. Prayed on large bead prior to each decade: Eternal Father, 
I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 
Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement 
for our sins and those of the whole world.  

3. Prayed on 10 small beads of each decade: For the sake of 
His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.  

4. Prayed after all 5 decades of Chaplet are complete: Holy 
God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on 
us and on the whole world x 3 

Divine Mercy Novena 

Jesus asked that the Feast of the Divine 
Mercy be preceded by a Novena to the 
Divine Mercy which would begin on Good 
Friday. He gave St. Faustina an intention 
to pray for on each day of the Novena. 

*Each day’s intention is followed by the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

First Day 

"Today bring to Me all mankind, especially all sinners, and 
immerse them in the ocean of My mercy. In this way you 
will console Me in the bitter grief into which the loss of 
souls plunges Me." 

Most Merciful Jesus, whose very nature it is to have 
compassion on us and to forgive us, do not look upon our 
sins but upon our trust which we place in Your infinite 
goodness. Receive us all into the abode of Your Most 
Compassionate Heart, and never let us escape from It. 
We beg this of You by Your love which unites You to the 
Father and the Holy Spirit. 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon all mankind 
and especially upon poor sinners, all enfolded in the Most 
Compassionate Heart of Jesus. For the sake of His 
sorrowful Passion show us Your mercy, that we may 
praise the omnipotence of Your mercy for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Second Day 

"Today bring to Me the Souls of Priests and Religious, 
and immerse them in My unfathomable mercy. It was they 
who gave me strength to endure My bitter Passion. 
Through them as through channels My mercy flows out 
upon mankind." 

Most Merciful Jesus, from whom comes all that is good, 
increase Your grace in men and women consecrated to 
Your service,* that they may perform worthy works of 
mercy; and that all who see them may glorify the Father of 
Mercy who is in heaven. 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the company 
of chosen ones in Your vineyard -- upon the souls of 
priests and religious; and endow them with the strength of 
Your blessing. For the love of the Heart of Your Son in 
which they are enfolded, impart to them Your power and 
light, that they may be able to guide others in the way of 
salvation and with one voice sing praise to Your 
boundless mercy for ages without end. Amen 

Third Day 

"Today bring to Me all Devout and Faithful Souls, and 
immerse them in the ocean of My mercy. These souls 
brought me consolation on the Way of the Cross. They 
were a drop of consolation in the midst of an ocean of 
bitterness." 

Most Merciful Jesus, from the treasury of Your mercy, You 
impart Your graces in great abundance to each and all. 
Receive us into the abode of Your Most Compassionate 
Heart and never let us escape from It. We beg this grace 
of You by that most wondrous love for the heavenly Father 
with which Your Heart burns so fiercely. 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon faithful souls, 
as upon the inheritance of Your Son. For the sake of His 
sorrowful Passion, grant them Your blessing and surround 
them with Your constant protection. Thus may they never 
fail in love or lose the treasure of the holy faith, but rather, 
with all the hosts of Angels and Saints, may they glorify 
Your boundless mercy for endless ages. Amen. 

Fourth Day 

"Today bring to Me those who do not believe in God and 
those who do not know Me, I was thinking also of them 
during My bitter Passion, and their future zeal comforted 
My Heart. Immerse them in the ocean of My mercy."  

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cexo#exo012

