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Our lady of Fatima day  

Pilgrimage to Penrose Park  

Saturday 13th may 

The Parish is organising a Pilgrimage to Penrose Park to 
celebrate Fatima Day on Saturday 13th May.  
 

The bus will depart St. Benedict’s Shrine, Smithfield at 8:30 

am and will return approximately at 5:00 pm. Please bring 

your own lunch.  

Cost: $25. 

To book, please see volunteer in Church Foyer to add your 

name to the list or contact the Parish Office.  

Space is limited.  

Church Retaining Wall 

Please be aware that works on the retaining wall on the 

corner of Justin St. & Neville St. will continue this week.  

This will mean that there will be changed conditions for 

entry to St. Benedict’s Shrine with restricted access to some 

areas.  There will also be workmen and machinery so we 

ask that you use extra caution when moving around the 

Shrine.  

This work is necessary for the safety of our Parishioners 

and should be completed within 3 weeks.  

We apologise for the inconvenience. 

Parish Youth 
Our Parish Youth Groups have recommenced for 2023. 

Our youth meet: 

• Over 18s:  2nd & 4th Sunday of the month following the  

 6pm Mass 

• High Schoolers/Teenagers:  1st & 3rd  Sunday of the 

 month following the 6pm Mass 

Stay tuned for more information for our Primary Schoolers! 

Easter Mass Timetable 

The Sacred Paschal Triduum  

St. Benedicts Shrine 7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
with adoration at the Altar of Repose until Midnight. 

Friday 7th April: Good Friday 

St Therese’s Church No morning Mass 
1:00 pm Vietnamese 

St. Benedict’s Shrine No morning Mass 
Adoration at the Altar of Repose from 8:00 am - 9:00 pm. 

             10:00 am Stations of the Cross 

               3:00 pm Commemoration of  
The Lord’s Passion followed by 
Divine Mercy Novena 

Saturday 8th April Holy Saturday 

St Therese’s Church No morning Mass 

3:00 pm Vietnamese Vigil 

St. Benedict’s Shrine      6:00 pm Divine Mercy Novena 
 6:30 pm Easter Vigil 

Sunday 9th April  Easter Sunday 

St. Therese’s Church       7:30 am English 
            12:00 pm Spanish 
              2:30 pm Vietnamese 
              5:30 pm Syriac Rite 

   St. Benedict’s Shrine       9:00 am Italian 
10:30 am English 

Monday 10th April Easter Monday  

St. Therese’s Church  8:00 am English 
   6:00 pm Vietnamese 

St. Benedict’s Shrine     10:00 am English 
  

 
Please note that there are no confessions in the Parish during 

the Sacred Triduum or Easter Sunday. 

Prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament 

I adore You, Bread from 
Heaven. I adore You, Bread of 
Angels. I adore You, My Jesus, 
truly present in the Blessed 
Sacrament. I adore You, 
Jesus, my true life because 
You died for love of me.  

I adore You, Jesus, Divine 
Light because You show me 
the way to heaven. I adore 
You, Jesus, Divine Lamb. Who 

takes away the sin of the world.  

My God and Savior Jesus Christ, true God and true Man, 
I firmly believe that You are really and bodily present in 
the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. From the very depths 
of my heart, I adore You.  

St Benedict’s Shrine 
Corner Justin & Neville Street 
SMITHFIELD 
 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 6:00 pm;  
9:00 am (Italian); 10:30am; 6:00pm. 
 

Weekday Masses: 
9:15am Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday;   
7:00 pm Wednesday 
Weekday Public Holidays: 10:00am  
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Adoration: 
Wednesdays after evening Mass with Novena to  
St Benedict until 8:30 pm; Saturday from  
4:30pm—5:30pm; & Friday after the 9:15am Mass 

 

First Friday of the Month:  
9:15 am followed by Devotions 
7pm Mass & Adoration followed by Devotions 
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tuesday after Mass & 
Friday after 9:15am Mass with Exposition.  

Parish Priest 

Fr Peter James Strohmayer OSPPE 
 

Assistant Priest 
 

Fr Wojtek Sliwa OSPPE 

St Therese’s Church 
Corner The Boulevarde & Stella Street 

FAIRFIELD WEST 
 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm (Vietnamese);  

7:30 am (English); 12 noon (Spanish); 6:00 pm (Syriac) 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Mon - Fri 7:00 am; Saturday 8:00 am 

Weekday Public Holiday: 8:00 am 
 

 

First Friday of the Month:  
6.30 am Exposition & Confession; 7:00 am Mass  

 

First Saturday of the Month:  
7:00 am Rosary 8:00 am Mass 

 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy: 

Tuesday after Mass   

Sacred Triduum,  

Year A  

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Parish Office Hours: 9:00 am—4:00 pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 

(closed Wednesday) 

Church Cleaners 
W/E  8th April 

St Benedict: Group A: Frances 

St. Therese: Group D: Syriacs 

PARISH INFORMATION 

Parish Office: 

6 Justin St, Smithfield 

Phone: 9604 1199   Fax 9609 6585 

Email: office@stgertrude.org.au 

Website: www.stgertrude.org.au 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & 

Friday (closed Wednesday) 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Parish Council:  Denise Namroud 

Finance Committee:  Tan Do 

Andrew Maia:  Work Health & Safety 

Catechists:  9725 4317 

Mimi Romeo: catechist@stgertrude.org.au 

Sacraments:  

Reconciliation/Eucharist/Confirmation 

Contact: Jodie Micallef 

Mob: 0412-804-465 (to leave a message) 

sacraments@stgertrude.org.au 

Liturgy:  9725 4317  Anna Kleibert 

liturgy@stgertrude.org.au 

Adult Sacraments (RCIA): Mariola Herbert 

Every Sunday at 8:30 am in the 

Crying Room (in front of St Benedict’s) 

Contact Parish Office 

Children’s Liturgy:  Currently not available 

at this time 

Reconciliation: 

Smithfield - Saturday 4:30 — 5:30 pm 

Sunday 5:45 pm (or by appointment) 

Baptisms:  Parish Office 9604 1199 

Every 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 

12:00 noon in St Benedict’s Shrine Church 

Smithfield 

Marriages:  Parish Office 9604 1199 

By appointment only  (6 months required) 

Sick Calls:  9604 1199 — Any Time 

Safeguarding: psso@stgertrude.org.au (Parish 

Safeguarding Support Officers and all 

WWCC renewals) 

Other: FCI (Italian Catholic Federation) 

Tony Coiera 0409 908 424 

Parish Playgroup: Thursday during school 

term. 9:30 am – 11:30 am. 

Novena to St Benedict 
Wednesday after the 7:00 pm Mass with 

Rosary & Exposition  

of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Reconciliation is available during this time. 

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 

For a culture of peace and  
non-violence  

We pray for the spread of peace and 
 non-violence, by decreasing the use of 

weapons by States and citizens.  

Our Schools 

ST GERTRUDE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

SMITHFIELD 
Boys & Girls:  K-6:  Ph: 9609-4144 
Principal: Mrs Linda Katsibras 
1-11 Justin, Street, Smithfield NSW 2164 
www.stgsmithfield.syd.catholic.edu.au  

www.facebook.com/stgertrudessmithfield 
www.instagram.com/stgsmithfield/ 

MARY MACKILLOP COLLEGE 

WAKELEY 
Girls: 7-12:  Ph: 9725 4322 
Principal: Ms Gilda Pussich 
5 Carnarvon St, Wakeley NSW 2176 
info@mmcwakeley.catholic.edu.au 
mmcwakeley.syd.catholic.edu.au 

PATRICIAN BROTHERS’ COLLEGE 
FAIRFIELD 

Boys: 7-12:  Ph: 9728-4488  
Principal: Mr Peter Wade 
268 The Horsley Drive, Fairfield NSW 
2165 

info@pbcfairfield.catholic.edu.au  
www.pbcfairfield.catholic.edu.au 

The Mass of the Lord’s Supper will include: 
 

• Procession of Holy Oils: Three oils, 
blessed this morning at the Chrism 
Mass celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral 
are brought forward to the Altar. These 
oils are oil of the sick, oil off 
catechumens, and oil of Chrism. 

• Liturgy of the Word: The readings are 
guided by the fact that Jesus instituted 
the Eucharist in the context of 
celebrating with his disciples a final 
Passover meal.  

• Washing of the Feet 

• Prayers of the Faithful  

• Special Collection for the earthquake 
victims of Turkey and Syria 

• Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Procession to the Altar of Repose: We 
follow the Blessed Sacrament in procession 
to the Montefano Hall, where we have time 
for Adoration till midnight. 

mailto:office@stgertrude.org.au
mailto:info@stgsmithfield.catholic.edu.au
http://www.stgsmithfield.syd.catholic.edu.au
http://www.stgsmithfield.syd.catholic.edu.au
mailto:info@mmcwakeley.catholic.edu.au
mailto:info@pbcfairfield.catholic.edu.au


Gospel Acclamation 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

I give you a new commandment: 
love one another as I have loved you. 

Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

 

Gospel  Jn 13:1-15 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

It was before the festival of the Passover, and Jesus knew that 
the hour had come for him to pass from this world to the 
Father. He had always loved those who were his in the world, 
but now he showed how perfect his love was. 

They were at supper, and the devil had already put it into the 
mind of Judas Iscariot son of Simon, to betray him. Jesus knew 
that the Father had put everything into his hands, and that he 
had come from God and was returning to God, and he got up 
from table, removed his outer garment and, taking a towel, 
wrapped it round his waist; he then poured water into a basin 
and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the 
towel he was wearing. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going 
to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘At the moment you do not 
know what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ ‘Never!’ 
said Peter. ‘You shall never wash my feet.’ Jesus replied, ‘If I 
do not wash you, you can have nothing in common with me.’ 
‘Then, Lord,’ said Simon Peter, ‘not only my feet, but my hands 
and my head as well!’ Jesus said, ‘No one who has taken a 
bath needs washing, he is clean all over. You too are clean, 
though not all of you are.’ He knew who was going to betray 
him, that was why he said, ‘though not all of you are.’ 

When he had washed their feet and put on his clothes again he 
went back to the table. ‘Do you understand’ he said ‘what I 
have done to you? You call me Master and Lord, and rightly; so 
I am. If I, then, the Lord and Master, have washed your feet, 
you should wash each other’s feet. I have given you an 
example so that you may copy what I have done to you.’ 

 

Communion Antiphon  

This is the Body that will be given up for you; 
this is the Chalice of the new covenant in my Blood, says the 
Lord; 

 

Entrance Antiphon  
We should glory in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
in whom is our salvation, life and resurrection, 
through whom we are saved and delivered. 

 

First Reading  Ex 12:1-8. 11-14 

A reading from the book of Exodus  

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, ‘This 
month is to be the first of all the others for you, the first 
month of your year. Speak to the whole community of Israel 
and say, “On the tenth day of this month each man must take 
an animal from the flock, one for each family: one animal for 
each household. If the household is too small to eat the 
animal, a man must join with his neighbour, the nearest to his 
house, as the number of persons requires. You must take 
into account what each can eat in deciding the number for 
the animal. It must be an animal without blemish, a male one 
year old; you may take it from either sheep or goats. You 
must keep it till the fourteenth day of the month when the 
whole assembly of the community of Israel shall slaughter it 
between the two evenings. Some of the blood must then be 
taken and put on the two doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses where it is eaten. That night, the flesh is to be eaten, 
roasted over the fire; it must be eaten with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs. You shall eat it like this: with a girdle round 
your waist, sandals on your feet, a staff in your hand. You 
shall eat it hastily; it is a passover in honour of the Lord. That 
night, I will go through the land of Egypt and strike down all 
the first-born in the land of Egypt, man and beast alike, and I 
shall deal out punishment to all the gods of Egypt, I am the 
Lord. The blood shall serve to mark the houses that you live 
in. When I see the blood I will pass over you and you shall 
escape the destroying plague when I strike the land of Egypt. 
This day is to be a day of remembrance for you, and you 
must celebrate it as a feast in the Lord’s honour. For all 
generations you are to declare it a day of festival, for ever.” 

 

Responsorial Psalm  

(R.)  Our blessing-cup is a communion with the   
blood of Christ. 

1.       How can I repay the Lord  
 for his goodness to me? 
 The cup of salvation I will raise; 
 I will call on the Lord’s name. (R.) 

2.  O precious in the eyes of the Lord  
is the death of his faithful. 
Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; 
you have loosened my bonds. (R.) 

3. A thanksgiving sacrifice I make:  
I will call on the Lord’s name. 
My vows to the Lord I will fulfil 
before all his people. (R.)  

 

Second Reading  1 Cor 11:23-26 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the  Corinthians  

This is what I received from the Lord, and in turn passed on 
to you: that on the same night that he was betrayed, the Lord 
Jesus took some bread, and thanked God for it and broke it, 
and he said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this as a 
memorial of me.’ In the same way he took the cup after 
supper, and said, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Whenever you drink it, do this as a memorial of me.’ Until the 
Lord comes, therefore, every time you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you are proclaiming his death. 

 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, 
from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Altar of Repose: Montefano Hall 

Parishioners are invited 

to stay and console the 

heart of Jesus as He 

suffers an unbearable 

agony in the Garden of 

Gethsemmane on Holy 

Thursday.  

St. John Paul II 

"encouraged us to 

compensate the time 

that the Apostles 

overslept" during Christ's agony in the garden. 

The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed until midnight in 

the Montefano Hall on Holy Thursday. Adoration will also 

take place from 8:00 am - 9:00 pm on Good Friday at the 

Altar of Repose. Parish Donations 

First Collection (Priests) Account : Smithfield House –  

Order of St Paul the First Hermit 

BSB 066711  Acct. No. 007392 

Second Collection (Parish)  Account : Smithfield Catholic 
Church 

BSB: 062784 Acct. No. 100001084 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity. God Bless. 

REMINDER ~ Please Turn Off Mobile Phones 

Please remember to turn off your mobile phones – or 

switch to silent – when entering the Church. 

Mass of Thanksgiving for Fr. Wojtek 

Sunday, 23rd April 10:30 am 

A Mass of Thanksgiving for Fr. Wojtek will be celebrated on 

Sunday 23rd  April at 10:30am.  

This is an opportunity for our community to celebrate and 

thank Fr. Wojtek for his dedicated service to St. Gertrude's 

Parish and to pray for his future Pastoral Service as Parish 

Priest at St. Margaret Mary’s Merrylands. 

Refreshments will be served after Mass in the Montefano 

Hall. Please bring a plate of food to share.  

Procession to the Altar of Repose 

Hymn: Pange Lingua 

Sing verses 1 to 4 until the Blessed Sacrament 
reaches the Altar of Repose where we will then 
sing verses 5 and 6 

 

1. Sing, my tongue, the Saviour’s glory, 
Of His flesh the mystery sing, 
Of the blood, all price exceeding, 
Shed by our immortal king, 
Destined, for the world’s redemption, 
From a noble womb to spring. 

2. Of a pure and spotless virgin, 
Born for us, on earth below, 
He, as man, with man conversing, 
Stayed, the seeds of truth to sow; 
Then He closed in solemn order, 
Wondrously His life of woe. 

3. On the night of that Last Supper, 
Seated with His chosen band, 
He, the paschal victim eating, 
First fulfills the law’s command; 
Then as food for His apostles 
Gives Himself with His own hand. 

4.   Word made flesh, the bread of nature, 
By His word to flesh He turns; 
Wine to His own blood He changes: 
What though sense no change 
discerns?  

      Only be the heart in earnest; 
Faith her lesson quickly learns. 

5. Down in adoration falling, 
Lo the sacred host we hail; 
Lo o’er ancient forms departing 
Newer rites of grace prevail; 
Faith for all defects supplying 
Where the feeble senses fail. 

6.   To the everlasting Father, 
And the Son who reigns on high, 
With the Holy Ghost proceeding, 
Forth from each eternally, 
Be salvation, honour, blessing, 
Might and endless majesty. Amen. 

Good Friday:  holy Land Appeal 

Every year on Good Friday, a collection is taken 

up in Catholic Churches throughout the world to 

support Franciscans in their upkeep of holy sites in the 

Holy Land as well as supporting education and health. 

In solidarity with the Universal Church, our parish will be 

raising funds for this important mission. Thank you for your 

support and generosity. 

Easter offerings  

Easter Offerings help support our priests.  

Easter  Offering envelopes will be available in the Church 

pews from the Easter Vigil and throughout the Easter 

Season. 

Thank you for your continued support of our parish priests. 

Divine Mercy Novena 

Our Divine Mercy Novena will 

commence on Good Friday and 

conclude on Easter Saturday. 

I desire that during these nine days 
you bring souls to the fountain of My 
mercy, that they may draw therefrom 
strength and refreshment and 
whatever grace they have need of in 
the hardships of life, and especially at 
the hour of death" (Diary, 1209).  

Good Friday—Day of Fasting 

Good Friday is a day of fasting (one main meal and 

two snacks) and abstinence (not eating meat).  Fasting 

applies to those who have completed their eighteenth 

year, until the beginning of their sixtieth year; the law of 

abstinence binds those who have completed their 

fourteenth year. 

Holy Thursday—Special Collection for 
Earthquake Victims of Turkey and Syria 

At Mass of the Lord’s Supper there will be a special which will 

be given to support those affected by devastating earthquakes 

in Turkey and Syria.  

Project Compassion Boxes 

Please leave your Project Compassion boxes in the 

baskets at the front of church.  


