
The Parish does not imply any endorsement for advertisements listed in this bulletin. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SYDNEY 
"A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child 
sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal 
with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you know, 
have been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. 
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who 
will be able to provide support and guidance. The 
Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the 
police." 

Advertising Space Available - Beginning New 

Financial Year 

Quarterly (No Easter Ads): $330 

Half Year (26 Weeks - No Easter Ads): $550 

Annually (No Easter Ads): $990 

•10% discount for parishioners who are 
actively donating via the St Gertrude’s Fund. 

Contact Parish Office   -  9604 1199 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 9:00 am—4:00 pm 

Parish Playgroup 

When:  Thursday 23rd March 2023 

Where: St. Augustine Catechesis Centre 

Time:  9:30am—11:30am  

 

 

Playgroup will meet every Thursday during the school 

term. New and existing families are invited to attend.  

Hope to see you all there! 

St Benedict’s Shrine 
Corner Justin & Neville Street 
SMITHFIELD 
 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 6:00 pm;  
9:00 am (Italian); 10:30am; 6:00pm. 
 

Weekday Masses: 
9:15am Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday;   
7:00 pm Wednesday 
Weekday Public Holidays: 10:00am  
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament/Adoration: 
Wednesdays after evening Mass with Novena to  
St Benedict until 8:30 pm; Saturday from  
4:30pm—5:30pm; & Friday after the 9:15am Mass 

 

First Friday of the Month:  
9:15 am followed by Devotions 
7pm Mass & Adoration followed by Devotions 
 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy: Tuesday after Mass & 
Friday after 9:15am Mass with Exposition.  

Parish Priest 

Fr Peter James Strohmayer OSPPE 
 

Assistant Priest 
 

Fr Wojtek Sliwa OSPPE 

St Therese’s Church 
Corner The Boulevarde & Stella Street 

FAIRFIELD WEST 
 

Sunday Masses:  
Saturday Vigil 5:00 pm (Vietnamese);  

7:30 am (English); 12 noon (Spanish); 6:00 pm (Syriac) 
 

Weekday Masses: 
Mon - Fri 7:00 am; Saturday 8:00 am 

Weekday Public Holiday: 8:00 am 
 

 

First Friday of the Month:  
6.30 am Exposition & Confession; 7:00 am Mass  

 

First Saturday of the Month:  
7:00 am Rosary 8:00 am Mass 

 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy: 

Tuesday after Mass   

We pray for the sick of this Parish 

Fr. Anthony David, OSPPE, 
 Fr. Gabriel Taylor, OSPPE 

Alyssa Ferreri, Ray Wilson, Giuseppina Pignataro, 
Gino Mifsud, Helen Maric, Adam Westwood, 
 Emile & Mary Kodsy, Kartia Grace Russell,  

& Ivy Fernandes. 
 

Bless our sick today so that they may bear 
their illness in union with Jesus’ sufferings and 

restore them quickly to health. 

Recently Deceased 

Maria Chiavaroli, Cornelia Boswerger,  

Angelina Vaccari, Antonius Haakman,  

Elizabeth Ebejer, Mike Erak. 

And for those whose Anniversary occur at 
this time 

Vera Anne Winter, Emma Zuleni, Emma Bertoldi, 
John Francis Cini, Paul Cilia, Antonia Giannini, 

Alma Elizabeth Gordon, Peter Forner,  

Gaetano Vaccari, Bernadette Patricia McCormick,  

Rocco Cavallaro. 

4th Sunday of Lent 

Year A  

19 March 2023 

Parish Office Hours: 9:00 am—4:00 pm 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 

(closed Wednesday) 

Church Cleaners 
W/E  25th March 

St Benedict: Group D: Grace 

St. Therese: Group C: Spanish 

PARISH INFORMATION 

Parish Office: 

6 Justin St, Smithfield 

Phone: 9604 1199   Fax 9609 6585 

Email: office@stgertrude.org.au 

Website: www.stgertrude.org.au 

Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & 

Friday (closed Wednesday) 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Parish Council:  Denise Namroud 

Finance Committee:  Tan Do 

Andrew Maia:  Work Health & Safety 

Catechists:  9725 4317 

Mimi Romeo: catechist@stgertrude.org.au 

Sacraments:  

Reconciliation/Eucharist/Confirmation 

Contact: Jodie Micallef 

Mob: 0412-804-465 (to leave a message) 

sacraments@stgertrude.org.au 

Liturgy:  9725 4317  Anna Kleibert 

liturgy@stgertrude.org.au 

Adult Sacraments (RCIA): Mariola Herbert 

Every Sunday at 8:30 am in the 

Crying Room (in front of St Benedict’s) 

Contact Mariola:  0421 944 051. 

Children’s Liturgy:  Currently not available at 

this time 

Reconciliation: 

Smithfield - Saturday 4:30 — 5:30 pm 

Sunday 5:45 pm (or by appointment) 

Baptisms:  Parish Office 9604 1199 

Every 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month at 

12:00 noon in St Benedict’s Shrine Church 

Smithfield 

Marriages:  Parish Office 9604 1199 

By appointment only  (6 months required) 

Sick Calls:  9604 1199 — Any Time 

Safeguarding: psso@stgertrude.org.au (Parish 

Safeguarding Support Officers and all WWCC 

renewals) 

Other: FCI (Italian Catholic Federation) 

Tony Coiera 0409 908 424 

Parish Playgroup: Thursday during school 

term. 9:30 am – 11:30 am. 

Welcome into our Parish 
Joshua Anthony CARRINGTON,  

Scarlet COGNETTI, Patrick The Dinh LE,  

Leona Loc PANUCCIO 

Baptised this weekend 

Novena to St Benedict 
Wednesday after the 7:00 pm Mass with 

Rosary & Exposition  

of the Blessed Sacrament. 

Reconciliation is available during this time. 

THE HOLY FATHER’S PRAYER 

For victims of abuse  
We pray for those who have suffered harm 
from members of the Church; may they find 

within the Church herself a concrete 
response to their pain and suffering. 

Our Schools 

ST GERTRUDE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL 

SMITHFIELD 
Boys & Girls:  K-6:  Ph: 9609-4144 
Principal: Mrs Linda Katsibras 
1-11 Justin, Street, Smithfield NSW 2164 
www.stgsmithfield.syd.catholic.edu.au  

www.facebook.com/stgertrudessmithfield 
www.instagram.com/stgsmithfield/ 

MARY MACKILLOP COLLEGE 

WAKELEY 
Girls: 7-12:  Ph: 9725 4322 
Principal: Ms Gilda Pussich 
5 Carnarvon St, Wakeley NSW 2176 
info@mmcwakeley.catholic.edu.au 
mmcwakeley.syd.catholic.edu.au 

PATRICIAN BROTHERS’ COLLEGE 
FAIRFIELD 

Boys: 7-12:  Ph: 9728-4488  
Principal: Mr Peter Wade 
268 The Horsley Drive, Fairfield NSW 
2165 

info@pbcfairfield.catholic.edu.au  
www.pbcfairfield.catholic.edu.au 

mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:office@stgertrude.org.au
mailto:info@stgsmithfield.catholic.edu.au
http://www.stgsmithfield.syd.catholic.edu.au
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Gospel  Jn 9:1-41 
 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to St. John  

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 
His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, for him to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his 
parents sinned,’ Jesus answered, ‘he was born blind so that the 
works of God might be displayed in him. 

‘As long as the day lasts 
I must carry out the work of the one who sent me; 
the night will soon be here when no one can work. 
As long as I am in the world 
I am the light of the world.’ 

Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the 
spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go 
and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the 
blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with his 
sight restored. 

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, 
‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is 
the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man 
himself said, ‘I am the man.’ So they said to him, ‘Then how do 
your eyes come to be open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he answered 
‘made a paste, daubed my eyes with it and said to me, “Go and 
wash at Siloam”; so I went, and when I washed I could see.’ They 
asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘I don’t know’ he answered. 

They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had 
been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the 
man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come 
to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I 
can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be 
from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could 
a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement 
among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have 
you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ 
‘He is a prophet’ replied the man. 

However, the Jews would not believe that the man had been blind 
and had gained his sight, without first sending for his parents and 
asking them, ‘Is this man really your son who you say was born 
blind? If so, how is it that he is now able to see?’ His parents 
answered, ‘We know he is our son and we know he was born blind, 
but we don’t know how it is that he can see now, or who opened 
his eyes. He is old enough: let him speak for himself.’ His parents 
spoke like this out of fear of the Jews, who had already agreed to 
expel from the synagogue anyone who should acknowledge Jesus 
as the Christ. This was why his parents said, ‘He is old enough; 
ask him.’ 

So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to 
God! For our part, we know that this man is a sinner.’ The man 
answered, ‘I don’t know if he is a sinner; I only know that I was 
blind and now I can see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and 
you wouldn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it all again? Do you 
want to become his disciples too?’ At this they hurled abuse at him: 
‘You can be his disciple,’ they said ‘we are disciples of Moses: we 
know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this man, we don’t know 
where he comes from.’ The man replied, ‘Now here is an 
astonishing thing! He has opened my eyes, and you don’t know 
where he comes from! We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, 
but God does listen to men who are devout and do his will. Ever 
since the world began it is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes 
of a man who was born blind; if this man were not from God, he 
couldn’t do a thing.’  ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and 
you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they 
drove him away. 

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he 
said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man 
replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, 
‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, 
‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him. 

Jesus said: 

‘It is for judgement 
that I have come into this world, 
so that those without sight may see 
and those with sight turn blind.’ 

Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We 
are not blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Blind? If you were, you would not be guilty, 
but since you say, “We see”, 
your guilt remains.’ 

Communion Antiphon  
The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, 
I saw and I believed in God. 

Entrance Antiphon 
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. 
Be joyful, all who were in mourning; 
exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 
 

First Reading  1 Sm 16:1. 6-7 10-13 
A reading from the Book of Samuel  
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am 
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a 
king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of 
Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands there 
before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his 
appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God does not 
see as man sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord looks 
at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but 
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then 
asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He answered, 
‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the 
sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not sit 
down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of 
fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord 
said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took 
the horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with his 
brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed 

with him from that day on. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  
(R.)   The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  
1.  The Lord is my shepherd;  

there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.) 

2.  He guides me along the right path;  
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. (R.) 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me  
In the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. (R.) 

 

Second Reading  Eph 5:8-14 
A reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians  
You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be 
like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in 
complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover 
what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile 
works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things 
which are done in secret are things that people are ashamed 
even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will be 
illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it 
is said: 

Wake up from your sleep, 
rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ  
 

 

4th Sunday Of Lent 

Year A 

Parish Donations 

First Collection (Priests) Account : Smithfield House –  

Order of St Paul the First Hermit 

BSB 066711  Acct. No. 007392 

Second Collection (Parish)  Account : Smithfield Catholic Church 

BSB: 062784 Acct. No. 100001084 

Thank you for your continued support and generosity. God Bless. 

REMINDER ~ Please Turn Off Mobile Phones 
Please remember to turn off your mobile phones – or 

switch to silent – when entering the Church. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, 
Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved. 

Next Week:  FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT, Year A 

Scripture:  Ezek 37:12-14;  Rom 8:8-11. 

Gospel: Jn 11:1-45. 

        Sacramental News!  

RECONCILIATION LESSON DATES 

From 8:45am to 10:15am in the Parish  

Montefano Hall: 

Lesson 3 – Sunday, 19th March 

Lesson 4 – Sunday, 26th March 

We ask the St Gertrude’s parish family to continue 
to pray for our candidates as they prepare to 
receive the love and mercy of God in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 
2023 CONFIRMATION DATE  

Please be advised that the Sacrament of  
Confirmation will take place on Saturday,  
14 October 2023.  
Enrolments will open on Sunday, 30th April 2023.  

  
For all 2023 Sacramental Preparation Program dates and 
further information please visit the Parish Website. 
https://www.stgertrude.org.au/ministries/sacramental-program/ 
  
For all enquiries, please contact the Sacramental Office by 
emailing sacraments@stgertrude.org.au or phone  
0412-804-465 to leave a message. 

Thank you. 

God bless  

Jodie 

Lenten Program 2023 
 
Spirit and Truth Lenten Companion.   
This publication contains Gospel meditations for 
each Sunday in Lent and Passion Sunday, with 
some questions to help discussion.  There is 

also the inclusion of the Stations of the Cross and an 
Examination of Conscience  This is a FREE gift from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney.  Maybe you would like to set up a 
group or even use this for family prayer! 
 

Unfortunately we have run out of the printed version of this 
program, however, you can access an “online version: at 
gomakedisciples.org.au   

 
Mass & Stations Of The Cross   
Each Friday of Lent 
 
St. Therese’s Church  
7am Mass followed by Stations 
of the Cross 
St. Benedict’s Shrine  
7pm Stations of the Cross 
followed by Mass 

Easter Cookies Are Back ! 
 

By popular demand, our homemade 
Easter Cookies are for sale this year.   
Grab your Cookies from the Piety 
Stall before they run out! 
 

$4 each OR 3 for $10 
Gift box $15 
 

Until stocks last 
 

All proceeds from this year’s cookies will go towards stage 2 
of our Roof replacement for St. Benedict’s Shrine 

Easter Egg Guessing Competition 
 

Can you guess how many eggs are in the jar? 
 

2 chances to win ! 
 

$1 a guess or 3 for $2 
 

Available at the church foyer. 

Choir Rehearsals 

Parish choir rehearsals will be held 

on Monday evenings in the Church 

starting 7:30pm. All welcome. 

Easter Raffle  

Raffle tickets for children’s Easter basket  

are on sale  after Mass. 

 $2 a ticket or 3 tickets for $5. 

Upcoming Solemnity Celebrations 

20 March, Monday : St. Joseph, - Spouse of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary—Whole School Mass at 9:30 am  

25 March, Saturday: The ANNUNCIATION of the LORD  

Mass will be at 8am at St. Therese’s Church, Fairfield Heights.  

FCI Extraordinary Meeting  

of Members 

All members of Smithfield FCI are asked to 

attend a meeting at 10.30 am, Saturday 25th 

March in the Montefano Hall.  

Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

The Parish Pastoral Council meeting will be 

held at 7:00 pm, Tuesday 21st March at the  

St. Augustine Catechesis Centre.  

All PPC members are asked to attend.  

Parish Finance  Committee Meeting 

The Parish Finance Committee meeting will be 

held at 7:00 pm, Tuesday 28th March at the  

St. Augustine Catechesis Centre.  

All Members are asked to be in attendance.  

https://www.stgertrude.org.au/ministries/sacramental-program/
mailto:sacraments@stgertrude.org.au

